
Sustainable Agriculture 101: Keep
an  Eye  On  These  Indian  and
Mexican Biowaste Businesses
India and Mexico are creating revolutionary inventions within the sustainable
agribusiness sector. From bioplastics to biowaste materials, companies such as
Malai and Biofase, are producing lifestyle products from organic waste. In fact,
both agribusinesses are addressing a solution to the global food waste crisis. Did
you know that 1.3 billion tonnes of food is wasted every year whilst around 690
million people in the world go hungry? Moreover, food wastage leads to a heavy
carbon footprint.  Much of  the food discarded ends up in landfills,  which are
becoming a  significant  source  of  methane emissions  and are  25 times  more
efficient at trapping heat than carbon dioxide. This is why using biowaste in
lifestyle products could bring the world one step closer towards eliminating food
waste and combating climate change.  Here’s  what the world can learn from
Mexico and India’s biowaste businesses that are producing simple, yet efficient,
products that help fulfill the SDG 12 by 2030. 
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Sustainable  Agriculture  Businesses  in
India

Malai

PETA pre-approved. Malai‘s leather-like material which is able to compete with
textiles from the fashion and furniture industries.
Despite 40% of the food being wasted in India,  Malai Biomaterials Design is
changing the way food waste is being utilised in the fabric industry. Located in
Kerala, Malai produces a sustainable design fabric using coconut waste, sisal
fibre, hemp fibre and banana stems. The company works with its community’s
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farmers and processing stations by collecting their coconut water to create their
leather-like material. Additionally, not only can Malai’s fabric be used for bags
and footwear, but for pillows, and wall panels as well.

Undoubtedly, Malai’s material revolutionises the fashion industry’s approach to
sustainability. In other words, by using and processing organic waste, Malai is
challenging the status quo of the artificial leather and textile industry. However,
in  order  to  let  sustainable  business  models  such  as  Malai  flourish,  more
government investment should be made into creative and sustainable agriculture
endeavours.

Sustainable  Agriculture  Businesses  in
Mexico

Biofase

Biofase takes used avocado pits and converts them into lifestyle products.
With 20 million tons of food wasted in Mexico annually, the pressure to take
action within the food waste industry is high. Yet, Mexico’s surging bio-plastic
market is breaking barriers in the biowaste market.

Located in Michoacan, Biofase transforms avocado seed waste and other organic
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matter into straws and cooking utensils. Truly, Biofase’s success as Mexico’s only
biopolymer  manufacturer  deserves  a  round  of  applause.  Yet,  besides
manufacturing  biodegradable  products,  Biofase  also  states  that  there  are
challenges  when  it  comes  to  improper  rubbish  disposal.  Eco-  friendly  and
informative,  Biofase  ships  their  products  to  over  25  additional  countries!
Moreover, the Mexican government is focussed on research and development
programs for bio-plastics.

Despite India and Mexico receiving praise for their businesses, the world must
take further action to reduce food waste. What we can learn from India and
Mexico’s creative biowaste businesses is that if we want to fulfil the SDG 12 by
2030,  creativity  is  the  key  to  tackling  both  the  socio-economic  hunger
complications  and  climate  change.

Ever wondered how can you make a difference, instead of relying on enterprises
to take action? Join the THRIVE Project where grounded in the sciences, thrivable
innovations  guide  civilization  towards  sustainability  by  addressing  our
environmental  and  societal  challenges.
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